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Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Persons 
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, 
or Support Terrorism 
September 21, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2004, to the Federal 
Register for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was published 
in the Federal Register on September 22, 
2003 (68 FR 55189). 

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of 
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed 
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist 
attacks in New York, in Pennsylvania, and 
against the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United 
States nationals or the United States that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism, and maintain in force the 
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this 
threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 21, 2004. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Reception for Heads of 
State in New York City 

September 21, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated, for what 
is going to be a short speech. We’re honored 
you’re here in New York City. Laura and I 
are thrilled to have hosted this reception. We 
hope you’ve enjoyed it as much as we have. 
And it’s a great opportunity for Laura and 
me to say hello to many of our friends who 
are Prime Ministers and Presidents and For-
eign Ministers and perm representatives to 
the various countries represented here. 

I do want to pay tribute to our great Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell, who’s done 
such a wonderful job for our country. As well 
I want to say thanks to Jack and Sally Dan-
forth. Jack is the new Ambassador to the 
United Nations for our country. Thank you 
all for your service. 

I think my friend the Governor of New 
York is still here, George Pataki, and First 
Lady Libby Pataki. One thing about New 
York City is they know how to host big 
events. The U.N. General Assembly is a big 
event. There’s a lot of us with nice auto-
mobiles driving around the city, and they 
make it quite convenient. One reason why 
is they’ve got a great mayor in Michael 
Bloomberg who is not—was here and left, 
but he’s—but as well, I do want you to recog-
nize the commissioner of police for this great 
city, Ray Kelly, and Veronica, is with us 
today. 

I saw Kofi Annan earlier. I don’t know if 
Kofi is still here or not, but I do respect him. 
He’s a decent, kind man, and I’m proud of 
the job he does at the United Nations. And 
Laura and I are very fond of his wife, Nane, 
as well. 

And most of all, I appreciate you serving 
your respective countries and working to-
gether to make the world a better place. 
It’s—these have been tough times in the 
world. But I think if we stick true to the val-
ues that unite most of us, which are human 
rights, human dignity, the deep desire for 
people to live in freedom, the world will be 
a better place. And that’s really how I view 
this time here at the United Nations, a 
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